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ET ae Prov. XX. 28. LC 
Mercy and Truth preſerve the King ; and bis Throne 
is upheld by Mercy. ; 


HERE is no properer not uſefuller way of 
praiſing God' for the repeated Bleſſings with 
which be: crowns every Year,' and by which 
he is eſtabliſhing and. perfeting that 'great 
Deliverance which he wrought for us Three 

Yeats ago, than to obſerve the dependance of 
theſe Blefſings upon the. following of thoſe Rules which he him- 
ſelf has .preſcrib'd. By this we are preſerved from the falſe 
Opinion of a Partiality of the Divine Providence towards our 
ſelves or others3 or the ſuppoſing that-ic will ſill favour us; 


let us be or do what we pleaſe. And by this we are taught, © 


that we ought not to expect the continuance of God's Favour 
£0 us,; any longer than we continue true to thoſe Laws and Rules 
that he has given us. And therefore in P/al. 197. where the 
Bleflings that God grants to thoſe who in their Extremities call 
upon him, are ſet forth with much Variety, and in a very Poe- 
tical Strain :' the Concluſtonof all is, 77s is wiſe, and will obſerve 
theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the Kindneſs of the Lord. 
If we are full of the ſenſe of the Goodneſs of God both co 
our King and to our ſelves, in the preſerving the King's Perſon, 
and in the maintaining the Throne, which are the two Subjects 
of the preſent Thankſgiving 3 it is fit and proper for this occa- 
ſion, to obſerve what may be ſuppoſed to be the Conditions 
upon which ſuch Bleſhngs are granted, and upon the continu- 
ance in which, we may hope for the continuance and encreaſe of 
them. Since then Solomon was the wiſeſt of Men, as well as of 
Kings, and that his Wiſdom was, without doubt, chiefly ap- 
plied to that which was his proper Buſineſs z we may very cer- 
tainly depend upon his Obſervation, tho there had not been a 
ſpecial Inſpiration accompanying it. He, in the Words of my 
Text, makes the preſervation of Kings to depend upon their 


Mercy and Truth : But he plainly infinuates, that 2dercy 'had in 
A 2 this 
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this the largeſt ſhire; and therefore in the redoubling of the Pe; 

riod, rc is only named 3 ſo that the weight and ſtreſs of his 
Obſervation, and by conſequence of this -Diſcourſe, muſt lie 

ppon 4ercy, tho Truth and Fidelity muſt likewiſe have its ſhare. 

' The chief Glory of Princes, and the chief of their Firles, 

tho they ſhould (well them up with all che Lofcineſs of the 

Eaſter Courts, is, That they are God's Pepnties and Vicegerents 

here on Earth; that they repreſent him, and by conſequence, 

that they ought to teſemble him. The outward Reſpe@ paid 

them, carries a proportion to that Character of Divinity which 

is on them, and that ſuppoſes an imitation of the Divine Per- 

fe&ions in them. Every Man is made after the Image of God; 

and in the right of that he hath a Dominion over this Earth, and 

all its Produdjons 3 over all the Beaſts of the Field, the Fowls of 

the:Air, thWiſhes of the Sea: But as much as Men are pre- 

ferable to all theſe, ſo much ought Thoſe who have Dominion 

over them to excel all others in this Reſemblance. It is a noble 

Ia Ariſtide, Thought in Plutarch, That there are three things for which we adore 
the Deity, and in which we deſire to reſemble it ; Eternity, Power and 

Goodneſs : For Eternity, we all know we are Mortal, and cannot 

tive for ever, the Elements aud Frame of things laſt much longer : 

Power is a Gift of Fortune, nor is it in it ſelf any great matter 3 

Storms and Thunders have more force than the moſt mighty Potentares : 

But Virtue and Goodneſs, which lie within all mens reach, are the Re- 
femblances of the Snpream Being, whico make every man ſhine, and 

render thoſe that are in Power and Authority, truly Divine, The fa- 

mous Panegyiſt has expreſt this, not more nobly than truly : 

PL. in Traj. What greater or nſefuller Gift can the Divinity beſtow upon AMortals, 
Quodenim than' a Prince that is Virtwuous and Holy, and: that reſembles the Gods 
przſtabili- ; hew/elves? ( Pardon this ill-ſounding Exprefſion of his Hea- 
wi oy _. theniſm) who governs ſo, as to remember, both that he himſelf is a 
nus Deo- an, and that they are alſs Men over whom he is jet 5 and that conſs: 
rum c am ders that his own Innocence is his beſt Defence, ana his ſureſt Guard, . 
caſtus & Crowns and Scepters when ill-placed, diſcover the Detects of 
I thoſe whoſe Minds are not equal to their Fortunes,and make -em 
limus Prin- More conſpicuous and ſenſible : Bat when thoſe whom they a- 
ceps?— dorn have the inward Ornaments of real Worthand Goodnefſs, 
qui nec they give them all poſſible Advantages, and ſet .them 1n a true 


minus Þo- Tight: For the Brightneſs of Majeſty, when not _—_— 
: | with 
quam ho- . 

minibus prxefſe meminit.——-fidelifſima cuſtodia Principis ipſius Innocentia. 
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with the Softneſs of Mercy, is like a ſcorching Sun, who de-_ 
ſtroys every thing upon which his Beams do fall. The ſimpleſt 
Nations which all Men have of God, as well as the Diſcove- 
ries which inſpired Writings give us of him, repreſent him as 
a Being, in which T7#th and Goodneſs do dwell in Perfe&ions 
which are the Attributes that we need the moſt, and to which 
we-truſt chiefly 3 in which we rejoice daily 3 and for which we 
offer up our molt ſolemn Adorations, Therefore whatever. 0- 
ther Characters of Glory may appear upon Princes, be they e- 
ver ſo Wiſe and Vigilant, ſo Brave and Generous ; lect them: 
have all the Arts of Government, all the Oeconomy and Con- 
duh, all che Magnificence and Luſtre poſlible ; the vaſteſt Trea- 
ſures, the ſtrongelt Frontiers, and the moſt vitorious Armies : . 
yet where Mercy and Truth are wanting, where they are Perfi- 
dious-and Cruel, they are rather the Repreſentatives of him thar- 
was 4 Liar and a Murderer from the beginning, than of that God, . 
who is juſt- and true in all his Ways, and merciful and gracious to= 
wards all bis Works, If theſe are wanting, the greater they are 
in ai other reſpects, they are the juſter Reſemblances of thoſe 
Apoſtate Spirits, the Princes of the Power of the Air, who have- 
great Dominions, and a vaſt Activity, but it is I to: 
Miſchief and Ruin: And as their Worſhippers in ſome bar- 
barous Nations, reckon that nothing works ſo powerfully for 
appeaſing their Anger, or-procuring their Favour, as Rivers. of; 
Gore; and that they. are then beſt pleaſed when their Altars 
ſwim in Human Blood ; ſo choſe who delight in Blood, in in-- 
nocent Blood, and eſpecially in the Blood of their. own Sub-- 
jets, ſhew what is the Original after which they copy, and the - 
Pattern upon which they form themſelves. . 

A true Picture of the Deity, is a Prince that loves his People, . 
and is tender of them ; that renders them ſafe by his ProreQion, . 
and happy by his Juſtices. that is true to his Promiſes, and care-- 
: ful of his-Laws : and that how ſevere ſoever he may be in: 
puniſhing Offences againſt others, and in maintaining the Peace 
and Order of.the Community, yet is gentle. to Offences againſt * 
himſelf, except when his Care of the Publick obliges him to 
let the Law take its courſe :  And.even then. private Revenge is. 
ſo far from being his Motive, that he is forced to do violence - 
cohis own Inclinations, which are always gentle and compaſſio- - 


nate. 
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this the largeſt ſhire; and therefote inthe redoubling of he Pez; 

riod, rc is only named 3 ſo thatthe weight and ſtreſs of his 
Obſervation, and by conſequence of this -Difcourſe, muſt lie 
ppon 4ercy, tho Truth and Fidelity muſt likewiſe have its ſhare. 

* The chief Glory of Princes, and the chief of their Firles, 

tho they ſhould (well them up with all the Lofcineſs of the 

Eaftern Courts, is, That they are Gea's Peputies and Vicegerents 

here on Earch; that they repreſent him, and by conſequence, 

that they ought to teſemble him. The outward Reſpe@ paid 

them, carries a proportion to that Character of Divinity which 

is on them, and that ſuppoſes an imitation of the Divine Per- 

fe&ions in them. Every Man is made after the Image of Ged; 

and in the right of that he hath a Dominion over this Earth, and 

all its Productions ; over all the Beaſts of the Field, the Fowls of 

the: Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea: But as much as Men are pre- 

ferable to all theſe, ſo much ought Thoſe who have Dominion 

over them to excel all others in this Refemblance. It is a noble 

In Ariſtide. Thought in Platarch, That there are three things for which we adore 
the Deity, and in which we defire to reſemble it ; Eternity, Power and 

Goodneſs : For Eternity, we all know we are Mortal, and cannot 

live for ever the Elements aud Frame of things laſt much longer : 

Power is a Gift of Fortune, nor is 'it in it ſelf any great matter 3 

Storms and Thunders have more force than the moſt mighty Potentates : 

But Virtue and Goodneſs, which lie within all mens reach, are the Re- 
femblances of the Snpream Being, whico make every man ſhine, and 

render thoſe that are in Power and Authority, truly Divine, The fa- 
mous Panegyiſt has expreſt this, not more nobly than truly : 
PL. in Traj. What greater or nſefuller Gift can the Divinity beſtow upon Mortals, 
Quodenim thay a Prince that is Virtuonus and Holy, and: that reſembles the Gods 
przſtabili- ; hew/elves? ( Pardon this ill-ſounding Expreffion of his Heas- 
y thro _ theniſm) who governs ſo, as to remember, both that he himſelf is a 
nus Deo- Man, and that they are alſo Men over whom he 3s ſet 5 and that conſs. 
rum quam ders that his own Innocence is his beſt Defence, ana his ſureſt Guard, . 
caſtus & Crowns and Scepters when ill-placed, diſcover the Defe&s of 
I_ thoſe whoſe Minds are not equal to their Fortunes,and make 'em 
limus Prin- More conſpicuous and ſenſible : Bat when thoſe whom they a- 
ceps?—— dorn. have the inward Ornaments of real Worthand Goodneſs, 
qui nec they give them all poſſible Advantages, and fet . them 1n a true 
minus h9- | ;pht; For the Brightneſs of Majefty, when not tempered 
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with the Softneſs of Mercy, is like a ſcorching Sun, who de-_ 
ſtroys every thing upon which his Beams do fall. The ſimpleſt 
Notions which all Men have of God, as well as the Diſcove- 
ries which. inſpired Writings give us of him, repreſent him as 
a Being, in which Tr#th and Gcodneſs do dwell in Perfe&ion; 
which are the Attributes that we need the moſt, and to which 
we-truſt chiefly ; in which we rejoice daily 3 and for which we 
offer up our molt ſolemn Adorations.. Therefore whatever. 0- 
ther Characters of Glory may appear upon Princes, be they e- 
ver ſo Wile and Vigilant, fo Brave and Generous ; let them: 
have all the Arts of Government, all the Oeconomy and Con- 
duct, all the Magnificence and Luſtre poſſible ; the vaſteſt Trea- 
ſures, the ſtrongelt Frontiers, and the moſt victorious Armies : 
yet where Mercy and Truth are wanting, where they are Perfi- 
dious-and Cruel, they are rather the Repreſentatives of him thac- 
was a Liar and a Murderer from the beginning, than of that God, 
who is juſt- and true in all his Ways, and merciful and gracious to- 
wards all bis Works, Tt theſe are wanting, the greater they are 
in aii other reſpeRs, they are the juſter Reſemblances of thoſe 
Apoſtate Spirits, the Princes of the Power of the Air, who have- 
great Dominions, and a vaſt Activity, but it is all imployed to 
Miſchief and Ruin: And as their Worſhippers in ſome bar- 
barous Nations, reckon that nothing works ſo powerfully for 
appeaſing their Anger, or-procuring their Pavour, as Rivers. of: 
Gore; and that they- are then beſt pleaſed when their Altars- 
ſwim in Human Blood ; ſo choſe who delight in Blood, in in-+ 
nocent Blood, and eſpecially in the Blood of their. own Sub-- 
jets, ſhew what is the Original after which they copy, and the - 
Pattern upon which they form themſelves. 

A true Picture of the Deity, is a Prince that loves his People, . 
and is tender.of them ; that renders them ſafe by his Prote&tion. . 
and happy by his Juſtice. thatis true to his Promiſes, and care-- 
ful of his Laws : and that how ſevere ſoever he may be in: 
puniſhing Offences againſt others, and-in maintaining the Peace 
and Order of .the Community, yet is gentle. to Offences againſt 
himſelf, except when his Care of the Publick obliges .him co: 
let the Law take its courſe :. And. even then private Revenge is: 
ſo far from being his Motive, that he is forced to do violence - 
cohis own Inclinations, which are always gentle and compaſſio- - 


nate. . 
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A Prince {o temper'd puts a Temptation upon his People, 
(if they are not under the Condu& of a Religion that guides 
them by ſurer Lights) to ſuſpe& chart he is allied tothe Divinity 
it ſelf; and is ſomething of a God. in Human appearance : And 
therefore no wonder if after his Death they tollow him with 
Divine Adorations- And as this in barbarous Ages gave the 
riſe to almoſt all the Idolatry of the Greeks, ſo even in more 
polite Times the Roman Hiſtorian obſerves, that no Man made 
qu. Capir, aDY ſhews of Mourning and Lamentation at Marcus Anrelins's 
Nemo il- Funeral, all men holding it for certain, that as he had been lent to the 
lum plan- Forld by the Gods 5 ſo he was then gone back tohis Place again among 
gendum rhew, To us who know better things, this 15 certain, that a 
Ce: bad King is one of the ſevereſt Inſtances of God's Anger againſt 
nibusgqued 2 Nation: A Plague heavier than either Famine, Sword or Pefti- 
aDiis com- lence. For how tenſtble or afflicting ſoever thefe may be, they 
modirusad are no ſooner over than all their il! Effe&s go off with them : 
ray redl- Whereas a Prince whoſe 11] Example has corrupted a Nation, 
WC or whoſeillDeligns havedivided and-diſtracted it, leaves be- 
hind him a Ferment which will be working perhaps for fome 
Ages after he is aſleep in his Grave. Oa the other hand a 
Prince that is Juſt and True, Gracious and Merciful, ſhines 
With fo benign an Inflaence, that as a good Seaſon not only 
gives us warm and healthful Air while it laſts, but does alſo rt- 
pen thofe Fruits of the Earth, upon which we muſt ſubſift after 
it 1s. gone; 10 by his good Government that is duly tempered 
between rigorous Severity, and too indulgent Goodneſs, henor 
only makes his Subjects happy, during ſo bleſta Reign, but lays 
the Foundations of a Felicity which will be more laſting than 
the Princes themſelves, who tho *hey are called Gods, yet muſt die 
Hke Xen. There is no need of the Art and Eloquence of a 
ſtudied Panegyrick to fer forth the Happineſs of ſuch a Go- 
vernment : Ir ſpeaks it felf, and is well perceived, tho it may 
neither be decent, nor indeed ſcarce poflible to ſer it out in 
Words. lt argues adefe& in the Subject, when Art and Skill 
tuft be imployed to raiſe it.. Pompvus Figures, big Words, 
anda laboured Method, are falſe Lights, which are” only neceſ- 
fary tor Connterfeits : 'And as the Arts of Juglers can impoſe 
no Beliet when every one is beforehand perſwaded, that their 
. Performances are only the Sleights of hand, fo it is as vain an 


Attempt to perſwade men that they are happy whea they _ 
they 
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they are not ſoz; as it is a needleſs one to enlarge upon thar 
which all men feel betrer than any one can deſcribe. It becomes 
this Place and this Day better to obſerve what God has made the 
means of preſervingthe Perſons and upholding the Throne of © 
our Kings, that ſo by adhering fteddily to theſe, we may ſecure 
the Blefttngs that we have in hand, arid promiſe our (elves ſuch 
a Progreſs in them, that the next return of a Day of this kind, 
may be to celebrate'an entire Deliverance from all our Enemies; 
a Peace abroad as well as we have it now at home, of which 
the Advances made this Year are to us a good Pledg, if our Re- 
lapfes do not retard and ſet it back. | 

 We'fent away our King with Faſting and Prayer : we ſeem'd 
then all fenfible how great a hazard every one of us run, in all 
thofe Dangers to which we knew he would be ready to expoſe 
himfelf. Ic is to be hoped that many continued to ſend their moſt 
earneſt Prayers atter him. We wiſhed to hear of Action, bur 
we withed and trembled at the fame time. We knew he was 
not like thoſe Princes who never fail to take care of themſelves, 
whatever they may do of their People ; and will keep them- 
ſelves at a fure diftance, when by a very unjuſt-Diviſzon they 
leave the Danger wholly upon others, while they aſſume: the 
Honour entirely to themfelves. We trembled; for as David's 
men faid, not more: truly than we might do upon this eccaſion, 
thats Life was worth ten thouſand of ms 3 ſo we were ſure that 2 Sam. 18. 
Danger could have no other effect upon him, but to make him 3, 
run the deeper into it til] he ſhould break through ir: Our 71/es 
for Action, and our Fears for bis Perſon were things fo inter- 
woven, that if Heaven has not granted what we wiſhed for, it -. 
wasrthat we niightbe ſaved from what we feared, ſince anentire 
Victory with that Loſs had been our Ruin. - God has now 
brought him back to us in Safety; and with this freſh Luſtre on 
him, that as the Enemy by their extravagant rejoicing laſt year, . 
upon his ſuppoſed Death, ſhewed how much they apprehended 
Life ; ſo: this year by their conſtant declining of all Actions, 
how much ſoever invited and provoked to it by him, and by the 
Attack chat was made juſt after his leaving the Army, ſhew'd 
that they confider'd him as an Army alone 3 - or as the Soy! that 
gave Life and Spirit to all the reſt. But they found chat he had 
been ſolong among them, and was ſo newly gone from them, 


thar the powerful Influence wrought (till in his abſence. Rau | 
wve - 
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have-had many Inſtances in every Seaſon, and in both Elements, 
how watchful Providence has been about that Zife, that ſecures 
all ours, and readers them comfortable and happy to us. Had 
it not been- for this, the ſecond Gan-powder Plot had proved as 
fatal as the firſt was intended to be. In defeating the firſt the 
Good-nature of the Diſcoverer, and the Sagacity of the Prince 
had their ſhare 3 but here Providence interpoſed wichour an In- 
trument : the Train was fired, and hadirs firſt effeR, bur the in- 
viſible Dire&tion appeared in that critical Minute next to a Mi- 
racle, the diſmal Treachery was defeated, and the Traitors 
were diſcovered. Can we but open our Thoughts a lictle to 
meaſure all the terrible Effe&s of one dreadful Moment, the 
Deſtruction of a great part of che Army, and bur too probably 
the Loſs of that ſacred Life, which if it had eſcaped the firſt 
Violence of the Fire, muſt have periſhed in the fatal Train of 
Conſequences that would have followed npon ic > Who is ſo 
fond of Life as to deſire to have out-liv'd the Fate of Religion, 
of England, and of Emrope, with which that black Nighc ſeem'd 
big? After that Darkneſs who would have deſired to have en- 
joyed the Light any more? or to have beheld thoſe Scenes of 
Hotror and SpeRacles of Miſery that muſt have: followed, and 
have ſeen Europe .divided between its Eafters and Weſtern De- 
vourers > But that Train ſo dexterouſly laid, and fo ſucceſsful 


in its firſt Operations, ſhould have no farther effe& bur-ro ſhew 


at once both the Greatneſs of the Danger, and the yer greater 
Care of Heaven, to teach more Precaution, and to diſcover 
the Blackneſs of our Enemies Looks, as if every Year were to 
produce a new and unlook®d for Wonder ; and that the Cannon- 
Ball upon the Boyze, and the Bombs upon the Zzre, ace Inſtan- 
ces vying one with another, both in the nearne(s of the Danger, 
and in the greater nearne(s of that Fayour which compaſlſes the 
King abour as with a Shield : Such an extraordinary Preſerya- 
tion may juſtly ſwallow up ones Thoughts ſo entirely, that 0- 
ther things may be forgot by the Tranſport it raiſes. Yet upon 
due recollecion,tho this is enough to fill us with deep Acknow- 
ledgments:; we have another Scene of Wonders before us. 
Our neighbouriaz Ifland had been long in a moſt terrible 
Convulſion, the Seat of War and Rapine: The Fire and the 
Sword had gone over the breadth and the length of it, and 
had turnedit to a heap of Ruines and Aſhes. The —— 
reduc 
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reduced on the ſudden, from a full Plenty, to the Extremities 
of Miſery ; Multitudes of all Ranks and Ages, and of both 
Sexes, were forced tofly hither, and (ink under the heavy Load 
of Want. It is true, they found Relief both from the Royal 
Bounty, and the Charity of this Nation : bur after all, as Cha- 
rity is a Word of hard digeſtion to a generous Mind, fo their 
Numbers made, that every ones Share muſt be ſmall where ſo 
many wanted. Our Enemy had created to us a vaſt Diſtraction 
on that ſide, which ſupported the Spirits and Hopes of our (e- 
cret, and perhaps our moſt malicious Enemies here at home. 
The (low Motions at the beginning of the Summer, together 
with ſome other Accidents, made all People apprehend that 
the Miſeries of that Kingdom were like to lie upon it yet one 
year longer : buc the unexampled Conrage of our Army, and 
the great Zeal and Fidelity of choſe that commanded it, broke 
through a!l Obſtacles 3 in a Series of Actions, every one of 
which will paſs down to Poſterity among che Wonders of Mi- 
lIitary Valour, and the Prodigies of Gallantry and Succefs; and, 
in concluſion, when Relief was ſo near, when they were preſ- 
ſed with no Neceflities, but choſe which their own Fears or Diſ- 
Orders threw. them into, ſo that there was ali poſſible reaſon to 
fear anothet cruel Winter, as well as a fourth bloody Summer z 
That Kingdom is entirely reduced, and in that the Civil War 
i5Sat an end, and our Kings are poſleſs'd of the Love and Duty, 
or at leaſt of the Fear and Dread of all their Subjects. 

Here we have all chat can work, either on our Compaſſion 
for our Brethren, or our care of our ſelves to raiſe and fill our 
Hearts with Joy and Gladneſls. Our milerable Brethren, who 
for a great while never lay down wichout looking for a dreadful 
Alarm of Flames about them, or of -Enemies no leſs mercile(s 
than theſe, and next to the Fury of their cruel Enemies were 
moſt afraid of ome of their unruly Friends; they do now lie 
down and fleep in Peace, and are ſetting about the culcivating 
of their waſted Fields, and the rebuilding of their ruinated Ci- 
tiess Wearedelivered from the Danger, as well as the Charge 
of that devouring War, and being now quiet at home, we are 
more at leiſure, and in a better capacity to look abroad into the 
World, and to re-aſſume that which is the erue Honour, as well 
as the Intereſt of this Goverament (how much and how tatally 


ſoever it may have been, nor only neglected, bur betray=d for 
B almoſt 
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almoſt a whole Age ) of adjuſting the Scales, and maintaining 
the Ballance of Emreope. 

Theſe are ſuch v6gnal Bleſſings, that it may ſeem a diminution 
of them, to bring leſſer marcers into the Account, which yer 
deſerve well to be remembred: Every one of them carries (hin- 
ing CharaRers upon it of God's care of us, and his Goodneſs to 
us. All that reJated either to our ſelves, or our Allies, has been 
viſibly under that Prote&ion 3 our concerns have been every 
where ſafe, and in many places Glorious and Triumphant. Our 
Enemies have failed in their Undertakings, and mot of ours 
have ſucceeded: Our Wealth and Trade has been preſerved, 
and our Fleets have returned with this Glory, That no Enemy 
durſt look upon them. We are now im Peace and Safery, in 
Plenty and Abundance : and let us look abroad, and ſee if there 
iS any Nation under Heaven that has half the Bleſſings to an- 
ſwer for that we have. Thus it is plain, that our King has been 
x" yoo preſerved, and his Throne no leſs wonderfully »p- 
veld. 

Our nexr enquiry muſt be, what ſhare Mercy and 77th, bur 
more eminently Mercy, may have in this Aercy is that Divine 
temper that makes us both pity the miſerable, and forgive the 
injurious 3 the former of theſe is more Univerſal and Natural 
to Mankind, the ſecond is more Heroical and Divine, it works 
in oppoſition to the ſenſe of Injuries, and the reſentment which 
ariſes out of that, which if not check*d by better thoughts, and 
2nobleneſs of Soul, raifes a ferment that works ſtrongly in un- 
governed Nature. 

The elevation of Princes, as it raiſes them above the com- 
mon miſeries of Mankind, ſo it very often makes chem in- 
ſenſible of choſe Calamities which their Subjects ſuffer often by 
their means they are fo accuſtomed to be flattered by others, 
that by degrees they come to flatter themſelves, as if they 
ought to take no ſhare in other mens troubles. Bur as the Di- 
vine Goodneſs extends to all, and hrs tender Mercies are over all 
bis Works, fo Princes that picy the miſerable, and provide for 
them, that give both acceſs and redreſs to their Complaints, - 
that protect them by their Juſtice, and relieve them by their 
Mercy, and that with the Reman Emperor, reckon that dy loft, 
in which no- occaſion has been given them of doing good, of 
waking a ſad Heart glad, and a- miſerable Family eaſy 3 ſuch: 

Princes, 
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Princes, I ſay. by imirating the Supream Being in one of its 

faireſt and lovelieſt Perfections, come under irs pecaliar Care. 

They have alto in{tead of other Taxes, the Praiſes and Prayers 

of great muitirudes aſcending. up continually as Incenſe before 

God : Theſe according to Laniel's Advice to a very bad King, 

are a redeeming their Iniquities, and do procure a lengthning of th. ir 4 Dan. :7, 
Tranquillity : And if they could have fuch efteas in favcur of 

an Idolatrous Tyrant, what may PRINCES that are Good 

and Religious expect trom them 2 What may they nor expect 

from them ? They by ſuch Acts of Mercy, procure to them- 

ſelves many Aﬀecti>nate and Zealous Subjects, even thoſe 

who do not need this Inſtance of their Mercy, yet muſt love 

them for it 3 they know they may need ir, fo they have that 
reſerve for misfortune. In a word, this {orces the I ove of Man- 

kind, and craws down the favour of Heaven : vet, after all, a 

good and generous Nature finds no difhculty in ſuch Acts of 

Mercy. Treaſure is not much exhauſted by them, and rhe true 
pleaſure that they give a noble Mind. ſems to be Reward e- 
nough : Therefore we muſt next look ro Acts of Mercy of a- 

nother fort, where Nature 15 more heated, and has a bials ano- 

ther way. Mercy to the Injurious 1s certainly the harder Per- 
formance: Where the Dignity of the Perſon exalts one to (o 

high a Sublimity, the Inſolence of an Injury gives a pat ticular 
ſharpneſs, which 1s heightned if done with ſcorn, and delivered 

in opprobrious words 3 if there is black Ingratitude as well as 
deliberate Malice in it; if there is a Venom in the ſpice that 

maxes it both reſtleſs and poiſonous; and if it has ill Effects at 
preſent, and may probably have worſe afterwards. When all 

theſe concur in Offences againſt Princes, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that Acts of Mercy, done afrer fuch Provocations, 

carry ſo very near a reſemblance to that infinite Goodneſs, which 

is kind to the unthankfal and the evil: That, all things conſidered, Luk. 5.z. 
Mortals can ſcarce riſe up to a higher pitch of Conformity. 
David found in bimſelf, that if a» Enemy had reproached him, he Palm «x, 
could have born it ;, but it was his equal, (one whom he had made 12, 13., 
ſo by his Friendſhip) hz Guide, and his Acquaiatance : And this 

was to9 hard for him, his Heart burnt within him 5 and he broke 

out into ſuch Complaints and Wiſhes upon it, that it is not eaſte 

to know how to explain or juſtify them. 
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It is a Conſideration apt to beget Rage, even in the mildeſt 
Breaſts, of thoſe againſt whom the Injury does not work im- 
mediately, to ſee a ſort of Men who live ſafe under the juſteſt 
and gentleſt of all Governmeats, go about with a reſtleſs Fury, 
endeavouring to overturn it, to corrupt the Minds of the Na- 
tion, and to debauch them from the Duty and Gratirude that 
they owe to Princes, who ſeem born for the Good of Man- 
kind, for the Prote&ion of Religion, and for raiſing the Honour 
of the Nation, that was finking into ſuch a ſhameful degeneracy, 
that a mighty Influence and great Examples were neceflary to re- 
ſtore us to that from which we had fallen. If theſe were only the 
Practices of thoſe of a different Religion, we might the better bear 
them,becauſe we could expect no other from them : But the Re- 
proach is more ſenſible, as well as the Danger greater, from falſe 
Brethren, who like the Men of S--yr-a that called themſelves fews, 
but were not, and were of the Synagogue of Satan, may call them- 
ſelves Engliſh Men and Proteſtants, but are of the Syagogne of 
the great Enemy (for that is the fignification of the word Satan) 
of our Nation, of our Religion, and of Mankiad. They 
ſeem to have perſwaded themſelves, and ſtudy to perſwade all 
others, that what we may have heard of his Cruelty, are only 
Tragical Stories aggravated far above the Truth; that weneed 
fear nothing, tho we ſhould fall under the heavieſt of all Plagues, 
even his Tyranny ; but might be ſafe and happy under his Pro- 
rection, and in his Friendſhip : and tho the beſt Soils of Eerope;. 
even thoſe of his own Religion, no ſooner become a: Prey to 
him than they are immediately Fieids of Blood and Bones, and 
Scenes of Horror and Cruelty ;- yet we have an unnatural Race 
among. us, that are ſo far in. love with him, that even-this diſmal 
Proſpect cannot cure it. It cannot be denied, but chat in all this, 
there is great and juſt ground of Provocation : But thoſe who: 
are called up to the higher Regions of human Nature, the Eleva- 
tion of whoſe Souls 1s proportioned to that of their Condition, 
as they have a greater compaſs-in their Proſpe&, ſo they have 
another pitch of ſublimicy in their Minds. They know that: 
Mercy does then. ſhew its utmoſt force, when it is the moſt pro- 
voked.. Natures ſtampt upon with the Divine Image, feel 
more Pleaſure in pardoning than the moſt ſpiteful can do in re- 
venging Injuries.. The Intereſt. they have in their People makes- 
them reckon ir a real Diminution of their own Strength 3 when 

4 any 
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any Member of the Body is cut off, they feel the force of a ge- 
nerous Action upon them(elves, as they ſcorn the terrors of dread- 
ful things, and are apt to make (uch Experiments upon others, 
to ſee how far the Ingenuity of Mankind can be wrought on 
and their Courage makes them deſpiſe Danger from a torgiven 
Enemy. For tho the trial ſucceded il] with Cafar, yet they do 
highly eſteem that great Saying of his, That it was better once to 
die, than tolive always in fear, The Princes whoſe Names ſhine 
the brighteſt in Hiſtory, are thoſe whoſe Clemency (hewed ic 
ſelf in the greateſt laſtances, and after the higheſt Provocations, 
. Saxl, while under the Influence of the Divine Spirit, and of 
that new Heart that was given him at his Exalration, how muc 
ſoever he degenerated afterwards, when he forſook that Con- 
duct, and was forſaken by it, fer a noble Pattern in his firſt Ad- 
vancement, which is remarkable in all irs Circumſtances, He 
was told by the Prophet Samnel, that God had deſigned him to 
be King of I/-ae/,. and he felt the earneit of that in a Prophetical 
Spirit that reſted on him. Soon after, the whole Nation fell into 
a great fermentation, and a hot canvaſſing for the Crown : He 
who knew where all muſt end, yet would not make one Step 
towards itz he did not go about to manage Intrigues and render 
himſelf popular, but withdrew and ſhut himſelf up all the while : 
at laſt the matter was put to a decilion by Lots, and the Lot fell 
on him. He did not upon that ruth out with any unbecoming; 
Joy, bur ſtaid till he was addreſſed to for it, Then he was re- 
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I Sam. 10, 


h 9, 10. 


I Sam. 15, 
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ceiv'd and proclaim'd King. Immediately upon that he went Chap. 10. 
into the Countty, probably withouc any great affeRations of 24, 25. 


Pomp or State : He conſidering his new Digaity as a Truſt from 
God, a Tie to his People, and an Authority veſted in him, not 
to make himſelf look Big, but tro make his People truly Great: 
and really Happy : They whoſe heart God touched followed him : 
They diſtinguitht aright between the Forms of Majeſty, and 
that true Sublimity of Mind, which makes Kings great in them-- 


ſelves. But the men of Belia!, who could nor bear the Yoke, nor y.q. ,,, 


be kept within the bounds of Law and Juſtice, who had a No- 
tion of a King, as aCreature of Pomp and Pageantry, of Vice 
and Luxury, and of Pride and Inſolence 3 that ſhould have au- 
thorized Rapine and have diflolved Law z and who knew well: 
that they would make a Figure about ſuch a- Prince, and were. 


the only. proper Inſtruments. that he could imploy 5 now _ 
they; 
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they ſaw a new Scene, and a Court that could not be for them, 
they reſolved they. would not be for it: They ſaid, How ſhalt 
this Man ſave wm? and they brought him no Preſents. In that In- 
fancy of Kingſhip among rhe 7ews, the Crown had no other Re- 
venue, but the free gitt of the People: Not given in a Body, 
for every one brought his Benevolence'apart. And then ſome of 
thoſe ungovernable Men, who perhaps had been among the firſt _ 
2nd hotteſt of thoſe who deſired a King, when they had one, 
intended to keep him low, and not to furnith him witch that 
which was neceſſary to ſupport the Government. Upon ail this 
Saul held his Peace , henot only overcame, bur quire (appreſt his 
Reſentments: And tho he reſolved that his Mercy ſhould tri- 
umph over their Perverſenefs, yer he ſtaid til] he might do that 
with advantage : Some perhaps imputed his ſlexce to coldnefs 
and inſenfibility, others to a lene ot his Feeblenefs, but no 
doubt they thought that he laid up all in his Mind, and reſolved 
to take ſevere Revenges as ſoon as he durſt adventure on ic: but 
very few could imagine that he reſolved to connive act all, ill 
ſome great occaſion ſhould be off=red him to thew his Care of 


| his People, and his Zeal for the publick ; after which, he might 


with 2 betrer Grace extend his Clemency to thoſe who deſerved 


- it fo little : This was fo great a thought, that few could (ul- 


1 Sim. 1, 


pect it, becauſe few were capable of it. But a Prince, whoſe 
Soul is raiſed to a level with his Fortunes, has a nvbler ſenſe of 
things, far above the frerſul peeviſhneſs of lictle and angry 
Minds. A remarkable Occafton gave Saul the advantage that 
he looked for. Nahaſh King of Ammon, a cruel and idolatrous 
Tyrant,puſhed on with a defire of G/ory,and of enlargiog his Fron- 
tier, did, againſt the Faith of Treartes, invade the Country, and 
beſiege 7abeſh Gilead : the poor Inhabitants, ſtruck with 1 error, 
offered to capitulate 3 he who was fincere, though brutal, not 
like thoſe who offer any Conditions. that they may be once 
poſſeſſed of a Place, tho they do not intend to vobierve them, 
told them he mult make fure of them ; and {ince the way of War 
in thoſe Days was chiefly in Archery, in which nothing can be 
done without the diretion of the right-Eye, he told chem he 
muſt thruſt out all their right Eyes, Tothis Condition, hard as it 
was, the Befteged agreed, if they ſhould nor be relieved with- 
in ſeven Days: They gave notice of their Extremities to 
their Country-men on the other fide of the Water ; who _ 

| (lat 
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that wept, they broke out intofeeble Mournings and Complaints. 
Saxl was then looking atrer his Catte}, and perhaps ſome thought 
him capable of no higher Cares : But upon the News, he ga- 
thered together as great an Army as was poſſible on the ſudden, 
and in great Marches came to /abeſh in time; ard did ſoentirely 
defeat the Ammonites, that two of them were not left together : And 
then it appeared, that Sas!, for all his ce/dzeſs and {tlence, had all 
the Flame in him that became his great Poſt, and that urgent 
Occaſion. Upon this, the Men of Belial looked a little out of 
Countenance, and began to be aſraid for themſelves it the 
People had ſeen them, probably they would not have ſtay'd for 
the Forms of Juſtice, but in the firſt Rages of their Fury, have 
taken the ſhorter way, and have run upon them without Order. 
The Body of the Nation full of Reſencment, move Samve!/, that 


5 


a ſearch might be made for thoſe that had ſaid, Shall Saul reign Verſe 12. 


over us ? that they might be brought out, and they would then put them to 
&eath, They would eaſe their King both of the trouble of Pro- 
ſecuting, and of the reproach of a ſevere Execution 3 they 
would both impeach and execute. But the hicherto well kept 
filence, was now broke through : Sau1;yould not be ſo much as 
Paſſive, when ſo much Blood was in danger to be ſhed ; and 
fince his People had not Temper and Union enough to ſue to 
him for an Indemeiry, he prevents the Applications of the guilty, 
and the Interceflion of their Friends, by an A& of Grace, pro» 


nounced in theſe words, There ſhall not 4 Man be put to death this V. 13. 


aay, for to day the Lord hath wrought Salvation in Iſrael : Samuel (aw 
well how this muſt needs end, and thar ſo eminent an Ad of 
Mercy would both ſettle and uphold his Throne; therefore he 
diverts the People from their zealous, but ill-governed heact 3 
and directs them to go to Gi/gal, the Place of their publick A(- 


ſemblies, and to revew the Kingdom there ;, which was done with V- 24- 


that Solemnity, that both Sal aa all the men of 1/rael rejuiced great- 
+. Upon all this I ſhall make no other remark, but that the thing 
which hath been, u that which ſhall be, and there ts no new thing under 


the Sun, 


Another eminent A&t of Mercy meets us in David's Story 2 Sam. 19. 


who when he -was in one of the loweſt Ebbs of Fortune, was 22- 


affronted by S$himei, who followed him with the Infolence of 
flinging Stones, as well 2s Curſes at him; bur neither ar that 


time, when the freſhnels, as wcll as the unufſualneſs of the Inju- 
- Ty» 
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ry, might have juſtified the utmoſt rigour, nor afrerwards upon 
his Re-eſtabliſhment on the Throne, would he give way to the 
demands of Juſtice againſt him. He bore the Injury decently 
at firſt, and forgave it graciouſly at laſt, The reaſon that he 
gave for it, agrees with the Maxims in my Text, Do not I know 
that I am this day King over Ifrae! ? There was no need of Acts of 
Severity to bring him to the Throne bur of Acts of Mercy to 
wphold him in it 5 and therefore he reckons thoſe that called tor 
Jaſtice in ſo unſea{onablea time, his Aaverſaries, 

Anguſtey began his Reign with great Severities, which were 
exrorted from him by ark Anthony, who, no doubt, had of- 
ren preſſed Ceſar, tho in vain, to the ſame Courſes, and could 
not fail to per{wade the Nephew from his Uacle's Fate, that 
there was but one ſure way to be ſafe from his Enemies. Such 
Counſels well became a Creature of Vice and Pleaſure, who 
intending to abandon himſelf to his Lyxury. knew he could 
not be ſecure as long as ſo many Brave Romans were left alive. 
But as ſoon as Argyſtws gor out of his Conduct, he thewed 
how well he deſerved Power, that could ule ir as he did. A re- 
markable Inſtance of this is related by Seneca : Cinna that was 
deſcended from the Great Pompey, as well as from the Famous 
Roman whoſe Name he carried, confpired again(t him, after he 
had received large Acceſſions both of Wealth and Honour 
from him, and was in high Favour wich him. All »as diſcover- 
ed, and in the firſt Emotions of Anger, A»gnſtus reſolved on 
extreme Severities. His Friends were brought together to con- 
ſalt about it, for he honoured fome of his Court with that fa- 
miliar Titles but his Heart, nobler than theirs, turned him to 
{ſofter Counſels. He broke out into thoſe memorable words, 

Non eſt Life is not worth all this, that it ſhould be preſerved by the Deſtru- 
ranti Vi- on of ſo many Perſons, He communicated the Matter to the 
«4, 7 Empreſs Zivia, who was upon that occaſion more governed by 
. 2rf the Tendernets than the Fearfulneſs of her Sex : She told him 
ram multi he had tried Severity enough, and that therefore he had beſt do as 
perdendi Phyficians, who when one fort of Medicines do not ſucceed, 
tunt. change their Courſe, and try another: This Advice ſuting wich 
his own Inclinations. prevailed, So he ſent for Cinma. and in a 
Converſation of two Hours, he ſer before him the Kindneſs he 

had ſhewed him, and the Baſeneſs and Blackneſs of his Crime, 

che Folly as well as the Ingratitude of ir, in (uch terms, _ 

| atter 
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after he had almoſt killed him with his Diſcourſe, which he 
drew out to the greater length, that being all the Puniſhmenr co 
which he had condemned him 3 he revived him, in conclufion, 


Lib, ae 


ſafeſt by their Gentleneſs , that Severities may perhaps chaſtiſe the [n- ori 


folence of a few, but they provoke Mankind, and make that Hatred be- 5; _. . 


flows from the want of Will to puniſh, and not from the want of Pro- 
VOCAHION, | : quens'th+ fl 
Iris hard to ſet forth any of the Vertues thatbecome Princes, git; pare” 
without ſome memorable Inſtance our. of the Life of Marcas cortith 6 
Aurelins, whom all Writers repreſent as the compleateſt Pactern dint re-*” 
of a perfe&t Prince, In his time Avidins Caſſius afſſum*d the FO 
Empire, probably diſpleaſed with the Vices of the Emperor's ;rrjcar... 
Brother, whom he had made his Partner of the Empire : tho volunras 
he found it mote'eaſy to give him a thare ot his Throne than of oportet 
his Vertues: © Ca/izs was a Man of great Probity, and highly 3 fzvi- 
eſteemed by Marcus Aurelivs, upon that account. His Brother*©0999m 
wrote him a vehement Letter, ſetting forth che Danger of this gcc. 
Revolt, and how fatal it might prove to himſelf and his Chil- 
dren, if not check*d in time : and to ſharpen him the more, he 
ſaid, that Caflins called himſelf a vitious Fool, and him a learned 
Fool. For the trath was, Cafſizs had publickly. complained, that es 
tho Marcus himſelf was a good Man, that led an exemplary Life, omg 
yet he gave way to the Vices of others, and did not imploy his mazis a- 
Authority enough to repreſs them : which is the fingle Blemiſh mari me-: 
that lies on his. Memory. Marcw anfwer'd his Brother's Letrer rebirur A+ 
very coldly, he ſaid it was writ-in-roo earneſt and too anxious a E.. 
Sttle-; neither ſaitable to his Brother's Dignity, nor to his own þ opryair's 
Times. | Uponithe: Head of' his Children he writ, day my Cb!1- rejpubli- 
dren periſh if' Avidius deſerves 'the Love of his Country more thas c% expcs 1 
they ; or if it # the Intereſt of the Commonwealth that he live rather G/at CHEN 
than they, The Love of Marcus was indeed every where ſo great, 7 nee 


that Ca//imtad no other way:to work again(t'ir,: but' to:£1ve Bt j;hcros 
C that Marci. . 4 


Pong 
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that he was dead. At laſt, Caſts was forſaken, and killed: 
upon that Fa»/ti»a the Empreſs writ moſt vehemently co the Em- 
peror, preſſing him to order a ſevere Inquiry after all the Com- 
plices of the Revolt, that fo he n__ ſecure himſelf and his 
Family. To this he anſwered, that ſhe writ as became her, to 
be concerned for him and his Children z but he would do what 
became him, he would pardon all Cafiws's Friends, and write to 
the Senate to proceed gently in that matter. MNothing became 4 Ro- 
aan Emperor better than Clemency, As for her apprehenſions of Dan- 
ger, ſhe might depend upon it, that God would protett him, and have re- 
Oro atque 24rd to his Piety. He writ alſo to the Senate, and deſcended co: 
obſecro ut the Language of praying them moſt earneſtly, that they would do nothing 
—_— that might rob him of his Piety and Clemency : That no Man's Life 
poſira, Might be taken, bur that ſuch as they had already baniſhed might 
meam pie- be recalled z he wiſhed he could reſtore Life to choſe. who had 
. racem cle- been killed on that occaſion ; and profeſfed that if Caſſivs himſelf 
mean had fallen into his Hands, he would only have reproach d him for 
HE his Errors, and then have preſervedhim ; he deſired therefore that 
Vieaneio;. 10 Hurt might be done to any of his Friends or Relations, 4«t that 
ha = they might live ſafe, knowing that they lived under Marcus.. And for his 
ſcienres * Complices,he defired that no furcher Enquiry might be made about 
ſub Marco them,that no Perſon might fall under any diminution of his Fame, 
{c vivere. or any Hard(hip or Reproach whatſoever upon that account : and 
conclud-d all in theſe few, but weighty Words, Deti/q; hoc meis 
tempor:bxs,Grant me this in return to what you enjoy by my Reign : 
Words thatcatry an Air of Pride in them, bur it is of che nobleſt 
and beſt ſort; and that could ſcarce have been Aid by any but hinx 
that had a right co (ay them. Theſe are ſhining Paflages in the 
Lives of thoſe Princes, that have- rendred them famous to all 
Sc enim Poſteriry, and make them ſtill live freſh and glorious, when the | 
"bi-vera Memory of Tyrents gives Horror and Deteftation : For as the 
Principis Panegyriſt has it, Thzs z the true and laſting G hy of a Prince; theſe 
ubi ſempi- axe the Henonrs that outlive them, which neither length of time, envious 
— T.. Sacceſſors, mor the Flames themſelves can deface. 
ne hence Shine then, Grear Princes, with your own Glory, which makes 
res, in you look brighter now, than youdid in all the Artire of Majeſty 
quos nihil at your Coronation : This is a Luſtre that you give your ſelves, 
__— and borrow not from Ceremony. Triumph 1a the Hearts of 
Buri. nihjt YOur People by your Vertues, and over your Enemies by your 
fucceflori- ere : this will cover them with Shame, and you Rr 
bus liccats a 
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and tho it may not bedueto them, yet it is due to your ſelves, 
This ſhews: that you were born for Crowns, that you well de- 
ſerve thoſe you wear, but that greater ones are reſerved for you : 
This gives you the Love of your People, which co you will be 
always inſtead'of Treaſures, Fleets and Armies : for it will always: 
ſupply you' with every thing you need. May the Greatneſs of 
your own Minds. be your conſtant Guides, rather than the Pee- 
viſhne(s of ſpiteful Men, who may, as Parmenio did, ſuggeſt 
what was fit for Parmenioto do 3 but your Royal Hearts will al- 
ways move you to do what becomes an Alexander ; or, to ſpeak 
truer Engliſh, what becomes #1LLI1IAM and MARY. © 

Thus 1 have conſidered how the King 5 preſerved, and the Throne 
# upheld by Mercy, It this is a ſure Fence and a good Bottom, 
we may all conclude that we are very fafe. This ſpeaks fo much, 


that I may well ſay nothing upon a Head, which is capable of no 
Cenſure on the one hand, how much ſoever the Narrownelſs 


of ſome angry and impatient Minds may have blamed the Ex- 
ceſſes on the other. But little People muſt have low Thoughts 3 


whereas exalted Souls have a compaſs of Mercy far beyond their 


meaſure: and tho it is not to be denied, bur that roo great an 
eaſineſs to forgive, may have ſome Miſchiefs attending it 3 yet 
happy is the Nation that is under Princes, : who may be too 
good on ſome occaſions, but can be cruel on-none: eſpecially, 
when that flows not from a feeble eafine(s, but from true Prin- 
Ciples, anda real firmneſs and ſtrength of Mind. ; 

Bur after all, ery hath its Bounds : and it is often fit, and 
ſometimes neceflary, that thoſe who have long abuſed it, and 
have prefumed much upon it, ſhould feel the Weighr of the 
Law, and the Burden of their own Crimes: If 4fercy has its 
Limits, - the next Fence in my Text has none at all. 7r»th does 
Alſo preſerve the King, and that does at all times, and upon all 


Occaſions. bind equally. | 
The Notion of 7rth is ſo plain, and the Neceſſity. of it {0 


vilible, that all Mankind ſeem to agree'almoſt equally, bothin . 
commending. and in negleRing it 3: all Men-claim itfrom the 
reſt-of Mankind, but almoſt every Man pretends/here to a dil- 

penfing Power for -himſelf... The common Notion of Truth is 


an Oppoſition to all manner of Falſhood,- Doubleneſsor Deceit: 
This is- the: Foundation of a}l Confidence, and the Cement of 
all Society 3 and it is: not only-the'Hoovr,-but both yy hes 
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Strength and the beſt Treaſure of Princes : This makes their Sub- 
jects depend upon them, and their Allies truſt ro them : the 
Preſlares and the Fears of Men of low Degree force them ſome- 
times :t0 make Lies their Refuge, they eſcape. to it from a preſent 
Miſchief, which to them is more ſenſible than a laſting Incon- 
venience, that a Diſcovery which ofcen comes, and is always to 
be feared, will bring upon them. But Princes are exalted far 
above all thoſe occafions that poorer Men may have for a Lie, 
2s long as their Deſigns are noble and good : when theſe grow 
bad, they muſt indeed betake themſelves'to as bad ſhifts, but 
thoſe will ſoon be found out; and then tho their Condition will 
free them from the Injuriouſneſs of a Diſcovery, yet the Incon- 
veniencies of it will hang upon them as long as they live : and 
therefore Solomon reckoned ing Lips in a Prizce one of the great- 
eſt Incongruities that could be thought on. Happy thoſe, who 
how hard ſoever it may be to have the Word, or obtain the Pro- 
wiſe of a Prince, yet when, they have it, know that they can 
cruſt to it, and depend upon it. 

- Truth lands ſometimes for Integrity, in oppoſition to Cor- 
ruption and Bribery 3 this is that to which Princes in their own 
Perſons are little ſubje&, unleſs it be to betray a Confederate, 
or ſell an Alliance 3 Accidents that happen but ſeldom : but the 
beſt Courts and the worthieſt Princes are ſubje& ro Corruption 
by Proxy, to have-their Favour, and often their Juſtice too, 
and the Protetion and Security of their People, ſet to ale, 
and that ſometimes ſo groſly, as if an Auction were proclaimed 
to him that bids moſt. Men of Vanity, Avarice and Luxury, 
that deſign both to liye profuſely, and to raiſe vaſt Fortunes, 
cannot compals all this with regalar Appoinements, and fair Pur- 
chaſe 3 bur rather than fail in it, they. will proſtitute themſelves, - 
and as much as in them lies, the Honour of the Prince likewiſe : 
by this means a King ſuffers not ny in the Eſteem and Love of ' 
his People, but.all his Afairs do likewiſe ſuffer ſenſibly, eſpe- 
cially in critical. Times. -No :Man thinks. ſo much how to ſerve ' 
him, as how to robthe Publick ; and every one reckons that he 
owes neither Gratitude nor Duty when he comes in as a Pur- 
chaſer : the firſt Duty he thinks is to himſelf and his Family, to / 
recover once what he laid our, that fo he may live afterwards ot 
clear Gains. One Emperor nailed to the Bench the Skin of a 
Jndg that ſold Juſtice 3, and another ordered a EC Ne ; 
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ſmoak*®d to Death, for ſelling the Credit he had with him, and 
ſaid, It was fit that he ſhould die by Air, who had ſoldi: : If this 
Death was too witty, yet certainly it was not too ſevere. - Cor- 
ruption is ſo apt to return to Courts, as a Plant that grows: in 
1s proper Soil, that many and great Examples will be neceſſary 
to-root it out, Even Samzel's Son took Bribes, and neither the 
Vertues of their Father, nor the Fall of_ Z's Family, which 
was ruined for the ſake of two bad Sons, could keep them from 
Corruption : and {o indulgent are: even good Governors to 
thoſe they love, that Samue!, who had good Reaſon to know 
how dear. E's Indulgence to his Sons ſtood him, was yet too 
remiſs himſelf in looking narrowly to his own Sons, which 
brought on him that publick Afﬀeront, that the People did open- 
ly reproach him with it, and for that very Reaſon deſired a 
Change of Government. This Evil is ſo common and (o natu- 
ral to Men of Power, and the Poiſon of it is ſo pernicious, 
that Princes who deſire to preſerve themſelves and their People, 


cannot uſe care enough to watch over it. 45 — | 
There is yet a third Senſe in which Truth ſtands frequently in 


Scripture ; we find it often both in the P/alms.and in this Book, 


{ſignifies true Religion, and not only the Profeſſion, but the Prac- 
tice of it: Of all Men Princes are thoſe who owe moſt to God 3 
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for. as he. has raiſed them.co high, Degrees of earthly Glory and+ 


Happineſs,ſo he has put it in their Power to do thegreateſt Gaod 
to Mankind, .and to make the World happy both-in them and 
in one another : And as their Zeal tor Truth in this: higheſt and 
nobleſt Senſe, is that which gives them the cleareſt Title to the 


Favour and Bleſſing of Gods ſo true. and unaffected: Piety: has: 


2a Beauty, in it that ſtrikes. che greater as well as-the better part af 


Mankind 5 even. Men that. are reſolyed to be bad:chemſelves,. 


are ſorry':to ſee their Prince ſo 3. for they do clearly perceive the 
11] Effects which that may have-upon the Community, and that 
it may end in their own Ruin at laſt : And all conſidering Prin- 
ces will have many occaſions to obſerve, that Impiety and; Vice: 
areas hurrfal.co-cheir Aﬀaits, as to-the:greater, the vaſtly.greater 
Concerns of Religion. WhatjFidelity or Zeal, what Duty or Af- 
fe&ion can be expected. from. Men, who will be always truer to: 
their Intereſts and Luſts,than to their. own Honour;,.or their Maf- 
rers Service 2 that are Slaves to Pleaſure, and whoſe Spirits are E- 


nerrated,and their Hours, as well as.Fartunes, deyoured by Luxu-. 
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ry. Te is an Obſervation fo obvious, that none can ſcape it; 
which gives one much regret, buryet with it fome' Satisfaction, 
that our chief Misfortunes are 'owing to thoſe Vices and 'Ex- 
ceſſes, which havenotbeepr yet-{everely enough -reprefſed and 
puniſhed. Bur-as-you, Gear Princes, have begun to-ſhew your 
Diſlike and Harred at theſe, and: nor contented to teach'your 
Court and-Subjictts by-your Example, are reſolved to imploy 
your Authority; in obliging them art leaſt to the Decencies of 
Vertue and Religion: Goon and proſper in theſe noble Deſigns. 
What are- Conqueſts and Triumphs, the waſting and aifpeop- 
ling of Cities and- Provinces, which-make fuch a- Figure in 
the falſe Eſtimate of the World, compared' ro- the more teal 
and folid Honours of reforming vicious Courts, luxurious Ci- 
ties, and degenerated Countries ? This is ſo hard, and will-be 
fuch a decried Undertzking, eſpecially by thoſe who need it 
moſt, and who ought ro promote it chiefly, that no! fmall De- 
gree of Courage and Reſolution is eceflary to ſupport: thoſe 
that ſet about it. Suffer! me to-repeat to you: the Words with 
which God: himſelf animated 74a on the like occaſion 3 Be 
Joſh. 1. 7, thow ſtrong and very courngions, that thou mayſt obſerve-to do according 
3, 9. to all the Law which Moſes my Servant commanded thee : Turn net 
from it t6 the right Hayd or to the left, that thou mayſt- proſper: whither-= 
ſoevir "thou geeſt, This Book of the Law ſhall not depart ont of thy 
Month; but thou (batt meditate therein Day and Night z that thou 
mayſt obſerve to do according: to all that u written therein: for then 
thou ſhalt make thy Way: proſperous, and then thon fhalt have good Suc- 
ceſs, Have not I commanded thee? Be ſtrong and of a good Conrage 3 
be net afraid, neither-be thou d5ſtayed, for- the: Lord thy- God #5-'with 
thee whitherſoever thou goeſt; Theſe: Words were faid'to' ona, 
after hehad ſhewed his military Courage upon great Occaſions ; 
and import, that befides the Magnanimity of affronting Danger, ' 
there is a Coprage in the Mind, neceflary torepreſs Sin; and to 
maintain Vertueand Religion, that muſt 'compleariand' perfe&t- 
the other. | - FTA 7 27 IS AGTH SY 
"Happy: you, that haye-it' in your Power to be ſuch'Bleflings 
to Mankind-} May your Will equal fone Power;-and may all 
things bend to your Authority ! May it beeveritmployed in ad- 
vancing: the: Honour of God, and the Kingdom of his dear 
S0n1! May your- Perſons be ever ſafe' under: his- ProteRion, 
atid your Govermnent |appy under his lJafliience!-'And'may-we- 
* | at 
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at the Concluſion of every Year have freſh matter to rejoice 
in God, both on your Account and on our own, who -hath 
done great thiogs for you, and for us-all, both in you and by 


you! IE 10k Ig. | 
And let us all ſtudy that our Thankfulneſs to God- may ac 
leaſt bear ſome Proportion to. his Goodneſs to us : Let us-pay 
the Vows that we made to him in our Days'of Faſting and 
Prayer; and as we deſire another happy Year to conclude 
what is ſo far carried on in this, let us make ſuch a right 
Ute of our preſent Advantages, and ſuch decent Returns for 
the Bleſſings that we have in hand, as may give us a Titleto ex- 7 
pect the compleating them in another Seaſon. We are now 
almoſt in fight of Land, and the Proſpect is fo fair, that noe 
thing but our Sins and our Diviſions can ſtop a courle of Suc- 
ceſs and Glory, that is near its laſt and higheſt Point. May no 
corrupt nor miſguided Humours, no unjuſt Jealouſtes nor pee- 
viſh Reſentments, no Faction nor Animoſity in our Councils, 
retard or defeat thoſe great Deſigns which have been hitherto 
ſuch a viſible Condu& and Bleffing from above. Suffer 


unde 

me to ſum up all in the Words of Samxe!, upon an occalion 
not qhuch unlike this: Now therefore this is the King and the Queen 1 Sam. 123 
that you have defired and behold the Lord bath ſet them over you z 1314124» 
if you will fear the Lord and ſerve him, and obey his Voice, and not 
rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then ſhall both you and 
the Kings that reign over you continue following the Lord your God, 
And a little after he redoubles the Exhortation : Ozly fear the 
Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all your Heart, for conſider how 
great things he hath done for yow : May they be compleated ! 
May they be laſting ! and may they prodace among(t us, all 
that for which they are intended! May our Princes ſtill cri- 
umph ! May their Councils be always wiſe, and their Forces 
ever proſperous } And may we and our Poſterity after us rejoice 
Jong in our Kings! May they live long. and may their Names 
live for ever; and may all Nations call chem blefled } May Re- 
Jigion and Vertue prevail and flouriſh, ad rhe Church be e- 
ftabliſhed under them ! May they ever preſerve Mercy and Truth, 
that ſo they may be ever preſerved, and their 1 hrone always upheld 
by them ! May Juſtice and Righteouſneſs ever flow from thems 
and ſuch an Abundance of-Peace, as may make us both fafe and 
rich, great and happy under their Protection 3 io that both ”e 
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and all found'#botit us, when we refle& on the 88 of this Age, 
may almoſt forget the 88 of theformer, and'thatour ſecond 5th of 
November. may'wear out 'the Remembrance'of the 1. And 
to conclude all. for I can riſe $0 higher 3 May the Zappy and 


3G leon Days'of ' Queen Elikabeth be darkned and etlipſed by the 


"more Her) 29d more Glorious Reign'of KING #1LLIA 24 
and QUEEN'MARY, © oo 
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